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Register for the Beacon
Help us bring a process safety message to an even larger world wide audience each month 
by encouraging your colleagues to register at http://www.aiche.org/apps/ccps/safetybeaconfrm.asp. 
Registration is quick and easy. After you register, the Beacon will be sent to you FREE each 
month via email. During the registration process, you may choose to receive the Beacon in as 
many of the available languages as you wish. 

Teng Chong Seng has provided us information from the May, August and September 2009 issues of the Beacon. 

To give you some idea of what the Beacon looks like, here is the May issue in half-size. 

The May article is about the failure of a pressue vessel - a compressed air tank. It reported that several serious problems 
existed with the tank, including severe corrosion and rust at the tank bottom. In addition, the article illustrates what can 
happen when a good mechanical integrity program is not in place.  

The article in the August issue highlights the danger of underestimating chemical hazards even when a chemical is used 
in small quantities. It describes an accident in a lab. Initial investigation of the incident found that the student had not 
been properly trained on the transfer procedure, and was not wearing the proper clothing and personal protective equipment. 
The chemical that was released, splashed onto the student, caught fire and burned her clothing. She suffered serious 
burns and died of her injuries several weeks later.
  
In September the article focused on a tank farm fire. It was traced to a tank overflow of a flammable material that was 
then ignited. The lesson here is that operators had to be alert to the hazards around them and for systems to be in place 
to minimize the risks. For instance, both the tank level gauge and the high level alarm had failed. Questions, about the 
correct balance of instrumentation redundancy, instrumentation reliability and using administrative control in combination 
with automatic systems to increase the protection level, had to be answered. 

http://www.aiche.org/apps/ccps/safetybeaconfrm.asp
http://www.aiche.org/CCPS/Publications/Beacon/index.aspx
http://www.aiche.org/apps/ccps/safetybeaconfrm.asp

	beacon safe
	beacon

